Narch 12, 1990 LB 1031

has been announced by the federal governnent and that will take
effect July 1st of this year. As she nentioned, there will be
no new progranms. Thi s new m ni num wage wil | have an estimated
i npact of  $255, 000 added to the personnel costs for prograns.
About 90 days ago, ENOA, that the FEastern Nebraska Office on
%I ng, placed the honmemaker program on a hold status. Tgq date,
ere are 175 clients waiting for services. In addition, al |
current clients have received a cutback in hours of service.
These are very frail clients who could use additional pLhours in
order for the agency to maintain them at asafer and nore
confortable |evel. In regaru to the hone delivered meal
prograns, | cannot tell you how inportant that has been to nany,
many el derly people in district and throughout the City of
Omeha and in the Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging program.
hold wa placed on newreferrals by the Departnent of Somal
Services who, by the way, are the ones that the ENOA contracts
with the Department of Social Services for the hone delivered
meals and a hold was pl aced on new referrals by DSS on
October 1st, 1990. The Eastern Nebraska office on Aging
receives at least five to 10 requests daily for home del ivered
meal s and right now, as | said, they have about 50 clients on a

Wa!tlng li.standthis number and t hose are n% h
clients. This number will grow rapidly, given the nu e? of
daily referrals. | pelj eve that this amendnment, as Senator
Snith mentioned, is probably gne of the most important
amendnments that will be added to LB 1631. W' re talki ng about
low incone, elderly people that not only need the home.. the

meals on wheels, but if they had to close at |east one of the

senior citizen centers in Omaha, which they would have to do
maybe one or two, it would affect mMany, many peopl e t hat giveé

t hem enj oynent, meal s on wheel s, and sonething to do all day
long. So, as a senior cjtizen n}/self and speakl ng to them
al nost onadally basis, listening to their prob is

) ; is
one anmendnent that | thlnk is vitally essenti al to IB 10 {]

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR LABEDZ: As Senator Smith said, it's not a new program
it's because of the increase on mnimum wage that this $250,000

is sorely needed. | urge the adoption of the amendment to
LB 1031.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou.  sSenator Scofield, followed by Senator
Rod Johnson.
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